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Successful SEO just requires diligence
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BY ERIC CAWLEY

Today, one of the
best ways for vour or-
ganization to be found
online is to deploy
sound search-engine
optimization, or SEQ,
technigues.

Contrary to what
many SEQ experts may
say, [ don't believe that

effective SEQ requires
years of website devel-
ppment experience or
even 4 college degree.
Nor does it reguire
large amounts of
money or time to do
effectively.

If you can devote
30-45 minutes a day to
SEQ, and you have a
desire to learn and
master something new
and productive, you
have everything you
need to excel at SEQ —
and enjoy potentially
greater marketing sue-
Cess.

LEARN THE BASICS
One of the best re-
sources for learning
SEQ is Moz's free “The
Beginner's Guide to
SEQ."” Read it, and
you'll know more than
those who send spam
SEQ emails. Read it
twice, and you'll prob-
ably know more than a
lot of the self-pro-
claimed SEQ experts.

CONTENT
DEVELOPMENT
Want to avoid being
ripped off by an SEQ
company? Ask them
how much content

they'll regularly devel-
ap for your website.
For the past few
years, Google has
placed ever-increasing
emphasis on quality
content publication.
This means you should
frequently produce
fresh, original, bene-
ficial content for your
audience. After you've
developed your con-
tent, you'll also want to
aptimize it with
relevant tags and
deseriptions.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Soclal media give you

an additional
promuotional platform.
Consider posting a
small snippet of your
blog post to your Face-
baok, Twitter and
LinkedIn and Google+
aceounts, with links
back to vour blog. This
will drive more traftic
to your website.

LINK BUILDING
Google has no way to
effectively determine
an organization's cred-
ibility or competitive
status. It lets consumers
doit. As Twroteina
previous column, you

should be aggressively
pursuing customer
ratings (one client went
from the bottom of
page 3 to the top of
page 1in a year). Also,
post your information
in numerous online
directories.

You can do your awn
SEQ, and make it high-
ly eftective, if you have
the time and inelina-
tion. If not, then get
someone else to do it
for you. Just make sure
they're a terrific writer
and video producer.
You'll need both.
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